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SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 
President’s Report  

What a year!   All scheduled competitions 
cancelled and now Equine Influenza.    
 
We have included an NMG Communique on 
Equine Influenza, a hotline and supporting 
websites in the Newsletter as it is important that 
our members stay vigilant and learn to 
recognize the symptoms to assist authorities 
eradicate Equine Influenza.   It now seems that 
all horse events will be cancelled indefinitely 
until further notice. 
 
Regretfully SCEC has had to cancel our HOTY 
and Pointscore Awards for this year, however 
on a brighter note our Christmas Party on the 
11th December should be a great night 
especially if our members come along and show 
their continued support for their club.   
 
We have included photos taken at SCEC’s 
‘Alycia Targa’ Luncheon held at the newly 
renovated, Bomaderry Bowling Club.  The 3 
course menu was first class and the wines were 
stunning.  The luncheon was held to assist 
SCEC member Alycia Targa in her Quest to 
contest the YR World Championships in 
December 07.    Since the luncheon we have 
had formal confirmation from the EFA that 
Alycia, will be the Australian representative.   
Due to the generosity of Major Sponsors,  
Bomaderry Bowling Club, & Debortoli Wines,  
SCEC & SDC members and the Shoalhaven 
Business community,  SCEC has been able to 
pledge $5,000.00 to Alycia.  The only hurdle 
now could be possible transport restrictions for 
Kudu.  
 
A special thanks to all our members who are 
doing a great job selling Chocolates to boost 
Club funds.  Happy riding. 
Doug Symes 
President  
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From the Secretary’s Desk 
 

 
At last a practical mouse! 

 
HOTY (Horse of the Year) & Pointscore 2007 
SCEC sadly announces that due to the cancellation of our scheduled competitions we are 
unable to award pointscore trophies this year and so HOTY (Horse of the year)  & Pointscore 
Awards will not take place. (Please check the website for pointscore requirements). 
 
Christmas Party & AGM:  
The SCEC Christmas Party & AGM will be held on the 11th December, we will advise of the 
venue in the next two weeks.   It has been a tough year for the club and we hope that all our 
members will put the date it in their diaries and come along.  Whilst we are not be having an 
official pointscore, there will still be terrific prizes for our members.  ‘Watch this space’. 
 
Brett Parbery Evening Raffle: 
We started this raffle for a ‘Horseland Wollongong’ rug at the Brett Parbery evening.  This 
raffle will be drawn at our Christmas function.  It would be great if you would volunteer to 
sell a few tickets before hand.  Call Katherine 422 80390 
 
Equine Influenza: 
This virus is causing carnage & devastation in all areas of the horse industry.  
The situation remains critical and the flow of information is currently being updated.   
Whilst many of us are currently safe from infection, it is very important that you are able to 
recognize the symptoms and report any outbreak immediately. 
 
Handy Number and Websites:  
 
The Equine Influenza Hotline:   
This hotline will provide current information including information on permits and registrations. 
Telephone:  1800 675 888 8am – 8pm 
 
Websites: 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au 
www.outbreak.gov.au 
www.efansw.com.au 
 
Chocolate Fundraising:  
This is going well, 41 boxes were ordered and 22 have been sold.  What a sweet way to make 
money. 
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L to R  Tracey Stead, Bev Stead & Jean Stewart                                   L to R  Jane Bruce  Maurice Bruce & Alycia Targa 

                            
                 Model:  Michael Girrotto                                                                                Model:  Robyn Targa  

     
    Bride:  Kristie Allen           Suzie Rayner, Cris Critcher Heidi                                       Friends 
                                                             Alison Stewart 
 

South Coast Equestrian Club fundraiser for Alycia T arga.  
As a result of the South Coast Equestrian Club Luncheon at Bomaderry Bowling Club on 
Saturday 1st September, 2007, $5,000.00 is now available to assist Alycia Targa & 
Neversfelde Kudu, achieve their goal of competing at the Young Rider World Cup 
Championships in Germany this December. 
 
The luncheon was strongly supported by the Shoalhaven Business Chamber, the Board of 
the Bomaderry Bowling Club and the Equestrian Community.  Other guests traveled from 
Sydney and Wollongong to attend the function.  Wines were kindly donated by De Bortoli 
wines.  Maurice Bruce delighted the audience speaking of his own competition experiences 
riding Neversfelde Kudu and the bond that has formed between Alycia and the horse.  
Neversfelde Kudu will travel to Germany with Alycia to compete in theYoung Rider World 
Cup. 
 
The highlight of the day was a stunning fashion show, featuring the clothes of  The Berry 
Barn, Dress with Finesse, Carey’s City Fashions & Stanley John’s Menswear.  Models, 
Alyssa Mathers, Alycia Targa, Michael Girrotto, Esther Valesco, Kim McDonald and Robyn 
Targa did a great job. 
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Alycia Targa: Dress with Finesse     Kim McDonald Careys City Fashions                 Alycia Targa and organizer Jenifer Symes   
 
SCEC Dressage Riders and Eventers  strutted the catwalk with all the style and flair of professional models, 
delighting the crowd with an array of stunning fashions from The Berry Barn, Dress with Finesse, Nowra:  
Carey’s City Fashions Nowra:  Nowra Saddleworld & Stanley Johns Menswear Nowra:  Master of 
Ceremonies:  Jan Horsley 
 
 

                               
 Alyssa Mathers: Dress with Finesse             Alyssa Mathers:  The Berry Barn: Berry            Michael: Stanley Johns Nowra 

       & Alycia, Careys City Fashions Nowra 

                                  
Table Number 1:  Winner of the ‘Big Bang’ Raffle                 SCEC Life Member Ros Quist with SCEC Member 
Olympus FE-210 Digital Compact Camera                                         Roby Targa and husband Rod Targa  
COMPUTER SUPERSTORE  Harvey Norman 
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A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS, FAA HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS, FAA HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS, FAA HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS WHO MILY AND FRIENDS WHO MILY AND FRIENDS WHO MILY AND FRIENDS WHO 

SUPPORTED ALYCIA TARGA’S QUEST EITHER THROUGH THEIR SUPPORTED ALYCIA TARGA’S QUEST EITHER THROUGH THEIR SUPPORTED ALYCIA TARGA’S QUEST EITHER THROUGH THEIR SUPPORTED ALYCIA TARGA’S QUEST EITHER THROUGH THEIR 

ATTENDANCE AT OUR LUNCHEON OR THROUGH PLEDGES. ATTENDANCE AT OUR LUNCHEON OR THROUGH PLEDGES. ATTENDANCE AT OUR LUNCHEON OR THROUGH PLEDGES. ATTENDANCE AT OUR LUNCHEON OR THROUGH PLEDGES.     
 

SCEC thanks our valued business sponsors: 
 

   
 

 
Suite 4/57 Kinghorne Street, Nowra:  44225593   
 
CITY FASHIONS 
94 Kinghorne Street, Nowra:  44226900    
 
NOWRA SADDLEWORLD 
15 Nowra Lane, Nowra:  44213366 
 
THE BERRY BARN 
119a Queen Street, Berry:  44642200 
 
STANLEY JOHNS MENSWEAR  
80 Junction St, Nowra  44213573 
 
       & Auction Sponsor 

Crooked River WinesCrooked River WinesCrooked River WinesCrooked River Wines    
Vineyard , Winery, Restaurant 
Princes Highway, Gerringong Tel:  42340975      

 
 
 FOR SALE - HELIOS 

15.3HH 10 Year old Chestnut TB gelding  Registered EFA, ANSA, SHC and AJC  

      
 
Has competed open dressage and hacking with success. Champions led, ridden and breed classes. Good to shoe, 
float, clip etc. Has gone trail riding in the traffic and in ‘the bush’ and starting jumping training.  
Haydy has a loveable quirky personality and loves being around people. He is very expressive and tries hard at all 
times. He is competing preliminary but training novice, and competes in the open hack ring at Agricultural Shows. He 
takes minimum working down and can be left for weeks at a time between rides without having to lunge for hours the 
next time you get on. He would suit a confident teenager or smaller adult who will love him to bits, and who likes to 
have a bit of fun. 
He is for sale due to no fault of his own. I have a young horse that I am bringing on and don’t have the time to do them 
both the justice they deserve.  $4000 to approved home only. DVD or video available on request 
Please phone Katherine 02 42619758 or 0408 861086 
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Polar Fleece Jumper and Reversible vest with SCEC l ogo now available to order  
$45 each Samples available please take a look at ou r next competition day 

Or to place an order contact Leanne Micallef on 426 2 5523 Or email 
leanne.micallef@bigpond.com 

          

 

 

     

   

                                         

Members 
Our Sponsors support our club. Make sure you support them.  

When shopping with our sponsors take the time to say  
“Thanks for your support of SCEC” 
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SPONSORS 
Doug Symes Share Broker       Brighton Saddlery 
Collins St Vet Clinic    J.Di Bartolo  
Ennovyar Stables     Evergreen Sporthorses  
Horseland Wollongong    Jamberoo Pub 
Julee Jones Riding Apparel    Equissentials 
Equest World Nowra     Ros Quist Riding Instructor 
Saddleworld Nowra      The Barn Saddlery 
Noelene Young      Maria Middleton 
Margaret Cook     Bumble Bee Horse Accessories 
Warrawong Produce      Hytec Services 
R.Vanderzanden      Terry and Sharon Savell 
        

SCEC appreciates the support of all our great sponsors. 

Contact details available on website – www.southcoastequestrianclub.com.au  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WARRAWONG   PRODUCE   
supporting dressage 

 
 BUISNESS HOURS                  UNIT 1/23 KEMBLAWA RRA RD                    PH:    02 4274 2935 
 MON-FRI  8am – 5pm                    WARRAWONG NS W  2502                        FAX: 02 4274 2935  
 SAT- 8am – 2pm                   

PRODUCT WEIGHT 
LUCERNE HAY BALE 

LUCERNE  CHAFF 30 KG 
OATEN  CHAFF 30 KG 

WHEATEN CHAFF 30 KG 
POLLARD 30 KG 

BRAN 30 KG 
COPRA –COOL FUEL 30 KG 
CALM PERFORMER 20KG 

WEIGHTLIFTER 25kg 
PRYDES FOR OLD TIMER 25 KG 

 ALSO AVAILABLE HORSE HERBS: 
CHAMOMILE, ROSEHIP, GARLIC GRANULES, SEAWEED MEAL, DOLOMITE, 
VERVAIN, BREWERS YEAST, BOTTLED MOLASSES ALSO AVAIL ABLE. 
OTHER PRODUCTS & HORSE FEED AVAILABLE  ON REQUEST 

For Sale 
 

Peter Horobin Grande Dressage Saddle 

 17.5 inch:  Medium gullet 

Colour:  Black 

Price: $1,400.00 
 

ROS QUIST 42615581  Mobile:  0403 48 6671    
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National Management Group: 
Equine Influenza 
COMMUNIQUE 
NMGEI07/02 13 September 2007 
 
Equine Influenza Response Remains on Track  
The National Management Group (NMG) addressing the Equine Influenza outbreak 
has re-affirmed its view that equine influenza can be contained with a view to 
eradication, with current control measures remaining effective. 
The group has asked its scientific and technical advisory body, the Consultative 
Committee on Emergency Animal Disease (CCEAD), to develop scenarios to project 
the future trend of the outbreak based on reasonable assumptions. 
This work should help response agencies, industry and recreational horse owners 
develop a clearer picture of how much longer stringent biosecurity and movement 
restrictions may need to be maintained. 
The NMG has also issued a paper on vaccination Equine Influenza Vaccination in a 
Containment and Eradication Situation to help inform stakeholders and the public 
debate on the issue. Prepared by the CCEAD, the paper outlines technical facts 
about vaccination and key issues for considering vaccination as a control measure. 
Contingency planning for the possible future use of vaccines is being undertaken. 
CCEAD will prepare a risk analysis on key issues, focussing on possible triggers for 
vaccination use and strategies for employing it. 
Meanwhile, the need for maintaining current standstill requirements and biosecurity 
measures will be reinforced through an advertising and direct mail campaign 
targeting peri-urban landholders. 
The campaign will highlight the importance of the standstill measures in force in 
NSW, Queensland and the ACT, and critical biosecurity measures including personal 
hygiene around horses, limiting access to animals, keeping watch for signs of the 
disease, and reporting suspected cases. 
NMG is comprised of the Chief Executive Officers of the Commonwealth and 
State/Territory departments of agriculture/primary industries across Australia, and 
also the heads of the peak bodies representing the horse industry. 
 
Media contact: Howard Conkey 0419 014 817 
Equine Influenza vaccination in a containment and er adication situation  
 
Introduction  
This paper outlines the range of issues that need to be weighed in considering the use of 
vaccination in Australia’s response to the current equine influenza (EI) outbreak. There are 
strong arguments for as well as against the use of vaccination as part of Australia’s current 
equine influenza eradication program (see summary in Table 1). A benefit-cost-analysis is 
currently being developed. 
Whilst vaccination might assist in particular circumstances, it cannot offer a quick fix 
solution in a national program. However, as a precaution, contingency planning for possible 
future use of vaccines in particular situations is being undertaken. 
EI is due to infection with H3 or H7 influenza A viruses. The current outbreak in Australia is 
due to an H3 virus. Although all H3 viruses that infect horses are of the subtype H3N8, they 
are not all the same. They are subject to the same evolutionary process as all influenza A 
viruses: they are continually changing, a process called antigenic drift. This is why animals 
can catch influenza more than once, even in consecutive years, and why influenza vaccines 
(in humans) are changed annually in accordance with predicted antigenic requirements. 
EI is endemic in virtually all countries with significant equine industries, and vaccination is 
used to control the disease in those countries. Australia (until recently) and New Zealand are 
the only countries with large equine populations free of the disease and therefore do not 
vaccinate. 
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Although vaccination can prevent disease, the available EI vaccines neither fully prevent 
infection nor transmission of virus. However, vaccinated horses, in response to EI infection, 
shed less virus for shorter periods and show fewer or no detectable clinical signs than fully 
susceptible horses. 
Better protection will result when there is a close relationship between the field virus and the 
strain used in a vaccine. 
Immunity following vaccination is much shorter than that induced by natural infection. 
Sporadic outbreaks of disease still occur in countries where vaccination is practised as a 
result of inadequate vaccine coverage or if new strains emerge or are introduced. 
 
Vaccination considerations 
For a country like Australia, the decision to use vaccination or not is complex, and there are 
many issues that need to be considered. Unlike endemically infected countries, EI has been 
only recently introduced into Australia and presently affects only part of the country and 
specific sectors of the horse industry (predominantly the recreational sector). 
Vaccination will not produce protective immunity until about two weeks after the primary 
course is completed. All available vaccines recommend a primary course of two vaccinations, 
generally 4 to 6 weeks apart. This means that immunity will not be optimal until about six 
weeks after a horse is first vaccinated. 
 
Types of vaccines 
There are three types of EI vaccines commercially available: 
• Inactivated (‘killed’) vaccines 
• Live attenuated vaccines 
• Recombinant canary pox vectored vaccine 
For inactivated vaccines, a primary course consisting of two vaccinations 4-6 weeks apart is 
required before vaccine-based immunity is effective. Optimal immunity is not present until at 
least 7-14 days after the second dose. For ongoing protection from disease, manufacturers 
recommend a booster vaccination 6 months after the primary course and then annually. 
Live attenuated vaccines and recombinant vaccines, while still not providing complete 
protection, produce quicker and stronger immunity than inactivated vaccines. Live attenuated 
vaccines are not being considered for use in Australia because of the potential for 
introduction of other strains of EI virus. The recombinant vaccine is under consideration in 
Australia; it is the preferred choice as it has been shown that this vaccine can provide 
protection and reduce shedding of virus 14 days after a single dose. A second booster 
vaccination is required to ensure adequate duration of immunity. This vaccine was used 
successfully during the 2003 EI outbreak in South Africa. 
 
Procedures  
Vaccinators must maintain stringent hygiene procedures to avoid spreading EI between 
properties. A cold chain would be required for the storage of vaccine. Vaccine use under 
emergency permits may require stringent administrative control of vaccine issue and use. 
Brood mares can be vaccinated during pregnancy and lactation (in accordance with 
manufacturers’ recommendations), but vaccination in the month before foaling will not allow 
time for adequate production of antibody in colostrum, resulting in poor passive antibody 
protection of newborn foals. In countries where EI is endemic, vaccination of broodmares is 
used to ensure maternal antibody to EI in colostrum, providing passive immunity for newborn 
foals. 
There is no evidence that vaccination of horses already incubating influenza is harmful, but 
vaccination of clinically ill horses is not recommended. Some manufacturers recommend 
against vaccinating young foals because in endemic countries the presence of colostral 
antibodies will interfere with development of immunity. This would not be a concern in the 
current Australian situation; advice from equine experts at the Animal Health Trust in the UK 
is that vaccinating young foals in naïve populations is likely to reduce clinical impact if these 
were to be exposed to infection. 
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Australian policy  
Australia’s response to a range of emergency animal diseases is captured in a series of 
technical and scientific response manuals called AUSVETPLAN. In terms of EI, 
AUSVETPLAN states that vaccination will not be used if an EI outbreak is detected early 
 
and can be confidently contained by effective movement controls1. However, 
AUSVETPLAN recognises that vaccination may be appropriate where: 
• the disease is widespread when detected; or, 
• significant numbers of horses are at immediate risk; or, 
• initial controls methods have failed, and the disease has spread beyond the original 
restricted area and is likely to become endemic in the general equine population. 
AUSVETPLAN identifies the following strategies for the use of vaccination in the face of an 
outbreak: 
• mass vaccination ─ this would involve widespread vaccination of horses to build up 
herd immunity 
• ring vaccination ─ vaccination is carried out locally in a ring around identified 
sources of infection to limit further spread by producing an immune buffer 
• predictive vaccination ─ this targets enterprises and populations that could be 
expected to contribute most to future spatial transmission of infection 
 
Vaccination strategies 
Vaccination has not, on its own, resulted in EI eradication anywhere in the world, and the use 
of stringent biosecurity measures and movement controls would still be required. Therefore it 
must be implemented in conjunction with identification, record keeping, quarantine and 
movement control measures 2 
Vaccination may be used to protect animals in important sub sectors/regions of the horse 
industry and/or to reduce the economic impact of the current approach on these sub 
sectors/regions and the wider economy. 
Vaccination may be used to reduce the impact of disease on horses required to move for 
competition and other reasons e.g. breeding. Horses would be required to be vaccinated 
before movement, and because vaccinated horses can still become infected, stringent 
quarantine and movement controls would be necessary between infected and uninfected 
zones. 
In practice, these measures (as mentioned in the paragraphs above) need to be elaborated to a 
much more detailed level, before being considered for implementation. 
1 Here containment refers to infection being restricted geographically with, eradication considered to be 
feasible 
2 A National Horse Identification Document approved by the International Equestrian Federation (FEI) has 
provision for vaccination records. This document is easily convertible into an FEI Horse Passport valid for 
international travel. EFA branches in all states could process registrations. 
 
Table: Advantages and disadvantages of vaccination for EI 
Advantages  
• Vaccination can prevent clinical disease. 
• Vaccination reduces the susceptibility of at-risk horses, reduces the severity of 
clinical signs and the level of viral shedding if they become infected. 
• Vaccination can reduce farm-to-farm spread of infection. 
• Apart from horse movements to New Zealand, there are unlikely to be any 
international implications of vaccinating. 
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Disadvantages 
• Vaccination may mask clinical signs so vaccinated horses will need to be 
identified and monitored for evidence of infection. 
• Serological monitoring will be difficult, even though tests are available to 
differentiate vaccinated horses. Some tests used in this respect may not be 
internationally validated. 
• The movement of sub-clinically infected vaccinated horses may spread infection 
to previously unaffected areas. 
• Vaccination may prolong the need for movement restrictions because it may slow 
the transmission and spread of infection within areas. 
• Vaccinating selected regions will lead to the country being separated into free and 
vaccinated areas. This will result in differential movement requirements and the 
need for infrastructure (permits, border controls, etc) to maintain integrity of free 
areas. 
• Vaccination will have an impact in terms of registration and passport issues and 
the practical control measures required before many horse events can proceed. 
• Vaccination is not an immediate option, it will take time to import vaccine (permit 
process), deploy vaccine and train vaccinators, vaccinate the population and for 
immunity to develop. 
• In the case of the recombinant vaccine there may be restrictions placed on how 
and who may use the vaccine. 
• Vaccination may affect performance in the short term. 
• Vaccine use is likely to extend the duration of the outbreak and delay ability to 
declare freedom. 
Consultative Committee on Emergency Animal Diseases 
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